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Persuasive Essay Response Sheet

Directions: You will respond to/comment on your partner’s persuasive essay by using colored pencils to underline certain parts on their draft AND commenting/making suggestions on a sheet of notebook paper.

1. Thesis Statement: After reading this essay, underline the thesis statement using color #1. Then, on your notebook paper explain in your own words what you think the writer was trying to persuade you to do or think. Are you supposed to take an action?
2. Topic: Why is this topic important? In their speech, use color #2 to underline where the author explains their main topic and why this topic is important. On your notebook paper, explain in your own words what you think the author can do better to show the audience that this is an important topic.

3. To be persuasive, a paper might explain what could happen if one doesn’t do what the writer has suggested. Using color #3, underline if the author write what could happen if one doesn’t do what they have suggested. On the notebook paper, explain in your own words what they suggest. Comment on whether or not the author helped the reader helped the reader see this throughout the piece OR suggest ways they can improve it.

4. Introduction: Is the introduction interesting? Does it grab your attention? Using color #4, underline the most interesting line of the introduction. On your notebook paper, suggest at least one way for the author to make the introduction even more interesting.

5. Conclusion: Does the conclusion leave you with no unanswered questions? Does it give a final plea? Using color #5, underline the most interesting line of the conclusion. On your notebook paper, suggest at least one way for the author to make the conclusion even more persuasive.

6. Do you have any questions of the author? On your notebook paper, ask at least 2 questions that you feel the author needs to answer for you to be completely persuaded.

7. Effective persuasive writing requires writers to not only present their side of an issue but to also mention the opposing side of the same issue. Using color #6, underline anywhere the author mentions an opposing argument. Do they explain why that argument is wrong? On your notebook paper, suggest how and where they could do this.
8. Does the author back up his/her ideas with any facts (logos)? Using color #7 underline ALL facts and evidence (MAKE SURE YOU ONLY UNDERLINE FACTS AND EVIDENCE!!) On your notebook paper suggest 2 places where facts would help you agree with the author’s argument even more. Are all of their facts cited correctly to improve reliability?
9. Does the author use a variety of persuasive techniques (logos, ethos, pathos, etc.)? Using color #8 underline all uses of ethos or pathos. On your notebook paper, suggest a way to use ethos or pathos to improve the essay.
10. On your notebook paper, explain the argument’s strongest moment.

11. On your notebook paper, explain the argument’s weakest moment AND suggest a way to improve it.

12. On your notebook paper, give at least one other suggestion to improve the essay. What else can they do to make it even better?

