Hamlet: Background Info. Notes
The Great Chain of Being


A model of how people structured their place in the universe:

Humanity= top of the realm in the physical world and miniscule in the spiritual world

“Man is an isthmus” = 

Mind/Body Problem: if man is both body and soul, what connects the two??

Paradigm for tragedy

A being who tries to rise above his place and in turn falls to the bottom



(If successful, it disrupts the entire chain)

-Discourages people from trying to rise above their 



 
(discourages rebellion)—







Divine Right of Kings-God placed monarch on throne, and only God can remove him


Passive Obedience-acceptance of this





-King is incapable of doing wrong because God is dictating his actions. If he is doing anything evil, corrupt, unjust, he is doing it because he is being led astray by advisors

Tragedy:

1. Exposition: 
2. Complication: 
3. Crisis (A decision must be made)
4. Falling action:
5. Resolution: Return to stability

Tragedy always involves the fall of a person in high rank!

-Death of the tragic hero leaves ramifications on the rest of society 

-Why is there no such thing as “common man” tragedies?

Determinism vs. Autonomy


Determinism- 

Autonomy- 

Tragic hero-must be part of both



-Partially determined by Gods, partially responsible for own actions

Hamartia-

-some part of a hero’s nature poisons the rest of him and leads to his ultimate destruction
Hubris/Hybris-
Anagnorisis-


-recognition by the hero that they have played a role in their own destruction

Tragic nobility-tragic hero has to die bravely

Revenge Tragedy

-Hero normally chooses to or is forced to put off revenge (if not, no play!)


-Multiple deaths of characters


-Hero is driven to madness by grief

Mysteries in Hamlet 



-Is the Ghost his father or the Devil?



-Is Hamlet truly mad?



-Why does Hamlet delay action?




-External obstacles




-Psychological obstacles



-Gertrude’s involvement in the murder

Themes in Hamlet:

-Hoist upon your own petard:










-Rosencrantz and Guildenstern’s letter to try to kill Hamlet ordering their execution


-Polonius dying by a poisoned sword intended to kill Hamlet
-Maimed rights:












-King’s funeral hastily planned


-Ophelia’s believed suicide


-Polonius’s burial in secret


-Hamlet is carried off by army (represents resurrection/return to normal traditions)

-Bildungsroman:












-Transition from adolescent to adult

Imagery:


-Recurring images:



1.


2.



3.



4.
Metadrama

Use of phrase “Goodnight” (Shakespeare often uses 1 phrase over and over)


Used 4 times, always associated with tragedy:



1.


2.



3.



4.
Foil Relationships


Foil:

-Characters with murdered fathers: 



1.



2.



3.


-Contrast between women in the play:


-Laertes and Ophelia

