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Author’s Agenda: Briefly describe 1-2 things you would like your peer reviewer to focus on and provide specific feedback for:

For peer review, you will write comments on your peers’ essays in two ways: 1) comments throughout the body of the essay in the form of specific questions, concrete suggestions, and corrections of grammar and MLA documentation, and 2) a concluding paragraph at the end of the essay (either at the bottom or on a separate sheet of paper) in which you state in your own words what you believe the thesis of the essay to be and in which you discuss what, in general, you believe works well in the essay.  Read the essay once, then reread it, checking off the comment areas below as you provide your remarks.  You will be graded for peer review based on the thoroughness and helpfulness of your comments.  Don’t forget to write your name and “peer reviewer” on the essay in the top, right-hand corner of the first page or title page.  

I. Comments Throughout the Essay

In order to help you write specific comments, you should address the following aspects of the essay:

(There should be a numbered, written response to these questions somewhere on the essay!)

___1. Does the essay have a title?  Is it clear?  Suited to the essay?  If not, can you suggest one?

___2. What is the thesis of the essay (either stated or implied)?  Is it clear? Where is it in the essay? UNDERLINE THE THESIS Is this the best place to put the thesis?  Does the essay support the thesis adequately?

___3. Are there any areas of the essay that do not support the thesis and thus could be deleted?

___4. Are there places in the essay where the author might include more detail to support the thesis (e.g., for fiction analysis, more examination of certain aspects of the plot, more character analysis or focus on point of view, or more discussion of recurrent themes, symbols, or metaphors; for poetry analysis, more careful examination of certain words or stanzas, or the way in which the first line of the poem relates to the last line, or more analysis of the speaker, diction, style, sound effects, or imagery; for drama analysis, more focus on certain aspects of the plot or on characterization and motivation, or more examination of gestures, setting, imagery, or additional; and so forth)?

___5. Are there any aspects of the essay that are confusing or unclear?  What changes would help?

___6. Are there any counter arguments or interpretations that the essay needs to deal with or aspects of the literary work that contradict the particular analysis presented? What are those aspects or counter arguments?  How might the essay deal with them effectively?

___7. Is the essay well-organized?  Does it include an interesting and appropriate introduction?  Do the body paragraphs flow logically and smoothly?  Does the essay use transitional phrases and sentences?  Is the conclusion interesting?  Does it wrap up the essay?

___8. Are there any suggestions you could give to improve the style of the essay?  Is the sentence structure varied?  Is there any unnecessary repetition or wordiness? Is word choice appropriate?  Is the tone appropriate?

___9. Could the essay include more quotations or paraphrases from the literary work(s)?  Which ones specifically?  What specific types of information should be added?  Where might the student find such information?
___10. Quotations from text and authoritative sources: Double check each body paragraph. Are there QUOTES and PARAPHRASES present from the text AND authoritative sources? Are the quotes and paraphrases integrated well (AND EXPLAINED?)? Does the author follow the “Rule of Two Sentences”? (Rule of Two: when using a quote or paraphrase, you should have two of your own sentences on each side of the paraphrased or quoted information. This ensures you are setting up AND elaborating/providing commentary on the information.
___11. Are there any problems with grammar? Is MLA documentation style used correctly, both for in-text citations and for the Works Cited page?  Are sources cited in the text according to the requirements of the specific genre (fiction, poetry, or drama)?  What corrections can you provide?

II. Concluding Paragraph

Make certain that in your concluding remarks you only include what you believe the thesis to be and positive criticism of the essay.  Include as many positive aspects as possible.  Look at the list above for ideas.  When the essay fulfills one of the above criteria effectively be sure to let your peer know this in your paragraph.  Remember to put any “negative” criticism in the form of constructive questions, suggestions, or corrections in the actual text of the essay, as close to the problem area as possible; you should not provide suggestions or negative criticism in this section.

III. Address the Author’s Agenda

Look back at the author’s agenda at the top of this page. Offer 2-3 suggestions for improvement in their area of focus. Remember, these are your suggestions but it is not your paper! The final decision lies with the author.

